
  

Dec 1, 2017—issue 7 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 

Dear King Families,  

We are intentionally continuing our 
work in Responsive Classroom. 
Collectively, we are focusing on the 
social/emotional guiding principles of 
this research-based framework, which 
are cooperation, assertiveness, 
responsibility, empathy, and self-
control (C.A.R.E.S.).  

Each month during our all-school 
assemblies students learn about one of 
the guiding principles.  This month’s 
learning will focus on self-control.   

With the holiday season and break 
upon us, this is a timely topic.  
Additionally, in recent weeks we’ve 
experienced some students making 
unsafe choices, specifically 
inappropriate touch. In the 
classrooms, teachers are providing  
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MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

topic on page 4. 

We are deeply about each child.  
His/her safety is of the utmost 
importance to us.  If your child 
does not feel safe, learning 
cannot be actualized.   

Should you have any concerns 
with your child’s safety, please 
contact your child’s teacher, Mr. 
Humphrey, or me. 

Thank you for the trust you 
place in us, the King School staff, 
in caring for and educating your 
child! 

Be well. 

Mary 

instruction to children on the 
difference between good and bad 
touch, including teaching children 
what to do if someone does touch 
them inappropriately.  Please see 
the poster on page 5 as a talking 
tool at home.   

We will discuss this topic of as a 
whole school on Dec. 22nd.    

If you would like resources to help 
reinforce with your child(ren) 
keeping bodies safe, please check 
out this site: 
https://tinyurl.com/y9p5ndaz 

Additionally, I have attached an 
article from the organization 
Darkness to Light’s with their tips 
for talking to your child about this  
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Coming Soon: Fall Book Fair! 
This year’s theme is the Wild West: Saddle Up and Read! 

 

Readers are wanted and adventure awaits in books galore at this season’s Book Fair from Tuesday, December 

3rd through Friday, December 8th on the Multipurpose Room stage.  More details on how to shop either 

online or in person will be coming out this week.  Please contact us with any questions 

at kingptobookfair@gmail.com. 

 

Volunteers needed December 4th-8th for various tasks and at various times! Your help is needed to make the event 

a success! Please sign-up at the link! https://tinyurl.com/ya9pm9fd 

 

Thank you, and happy reading! 

The Book Fair Co-Chairs 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Mon, Dec. 4 -- Fri, Dec 8: 

o Book Fair! 

o Sign up to volunteer: 
https://tinyurl.com/ya9pm9fd 

• Mon, Dec 4th 

o Spirit Wear order due at midnight! 

• https://pogo.undergroundshirts.com/col

lections/king-school-fall-apparel-17 

• Mon, Dec 11th 

o PTO meeting 

o 6:30 PM in Media Center 

o All are welcome! 

• Fri, Dec 22nd 

o All school assembly on self-control 

o All Lost & Found donated 

• Mon, Dec 25th – Fri, Jan. 5th 

o Winter Break 

o No school for students and staff 

 

• Mon, Jan 8th 

o School resumes! 

 

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear Parents,  

Please join us for our next PTO meeting.  All are welcome!  

Mon, Dec 11th at 6:30 in the Media Center.  Learn about  

activities and events in the school, meet other parents, vote on 

school-wide issues, and get involved!  This is YOUR school! 

 

Sara Schneidewind, PTO President 

 
 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

@A2KingAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items 

that remain will be donated after school on the last Friday of 

each month. Currently, we have 20+ winter coats on the rack! 
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TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT BODY SAFETY

Stewards of Children� is a training program that teaches adults how to prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child 
sexual abuse using the 5 Steps to Protecting Our ChildrenTM. Step 3 of the 5 Steps, “Talk About It,” teaches adults to have 
open, age-appropriate conversations with children about topics like body safety, sex, and boundaries. Take Stewards of 
Children for in-depth insight and training.

For Children 6 and Under - Start when children are young by teaching them:

• Proper names for body parts - nose, arm, penis, 
vagina.

• Private body parts that others should not touch. 
Where a bathing suit covers is an easy example 
for young children to understand.

• What touch is okay, such as bath time or at the 
doctor’s office.

• Touching boundaries are for everyone, even 
parents, family members, older friends, cousins, 
and babysitters.

• Good touching boundaries, by demonstrating 
them yourself.

• They have the right to tell anyone “NO,” and 
refuse unwanted or uncomfortable touch. Never 
force a child to hug, sit on a lap, or give affection.

• Secrets can be harmful and if anyone asks them 
to keep a secret, they should tell you.

• Safety and boundary rules whenever they are in 
a new situation.

For Children 7 and Over - As children age, these conversations should continue and grow to match their 
development and understanding.

• Use real-life conversation starters - events in the 
news, a question from a child, an activity.

• Explain about sex and sexual abuse in an age-
appropriate way.

• Tell them it is your job to protect them.
• Help them determine who their trusted adults are 

at school and other settings.
• Tell them it is not okay for others to use sexual 

words with them, or to act in a sexual way.
• Tell them to trust their gut feelings.

• Teach them to distance themselves from people 
who make them feel uncomfortable.

• Teach them not to give out personal information 
like home or email address in person or online.

• Ask them about their online experiences including 
smart phone and device use, and learn about the 
apps, sites, and games they use.

• Tell children if they have questions about 
someone’s behavior, the best thing they can do is 
come to you.

Remember to speak and listen calmly. It’s important that children feel safe and loved 
in these discussions. By starting young, you can create dialogue that will enrich your 
relationship with your children while keeping them protected.

“I tell my daughters, ‘Surprises make people happy. We don’t want to 
keep a secret, though, because secrets can make people upset or  

unhappy...If anyone wants you to keep a secret, tell mommy or daddy.”
Tiffany Sawyer, Director of Prevention Services, Georgia Center for Child Advocacy

1064 Gardner Road, Ste. 210 | Charleston, SC 29407 | 1-843-965-5444 | www.D2L.org

TALKING TO YOUR KIDS

This information is intended only as a supplement to Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children� training, which provides in-depth learning, tools, and practical 
guidelines to help adults prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. For more information on Stewards of Children, visit www.D2L.org/Stewards.



  DREAM KEEPER 

We have two versions of this poster in classrooms and 

throughout the school.  This is the verbiage we use when talking 

to the children about bad touch and what to do should this occur.   

Say NO to Bad Touch 
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Reservations can be made for groups of 5 or more, and smaller parties should call 20 minutes prior to arrival in 
order to have name added to the waitlist. At Mikette, we will take reservations for brunch of all size parties. 
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 King PTO Mid-Year Donation Request 

 
Where does this money go?  All that you give goes right back to our students and benefits our school 
community as whole.  Just a few examples of things that we support: 
 
The PTO pays for all class field trips, including the tour buses. Ask your student about their upcoming field trips. 
Just last week the whole 4th grade class was able to see the movie “Wonder”  after reading the book and spending a day 
experiencing disability awareness workshop, which is also funded and organized by the PTO. 
 
The PTO provides all of the “back to school” supplies! Your student did not have a first day of school supply list 
to purchase, as many other schools in the district do. The PTO also provides  mini-grants to EVERY teacher.  This allows 
teachers to buy supplies for their classroom and provide an enriched learning environment. 
 
 The PTO sponsors and funds several school functions and clubs, such as: 

• Academic Games, Math Club, Science Olympiad,  King Learning Garden 
• Bagel Fridays,  Bingo Night, Harvest Moon Festival, Ice Cream Social 
• International Night , Book Fairs,  Handwriting without Tears, Scholastic News,and Raz Kids 

Last year we had about 500 students and the PTO spent $66,000  That means we spent $130 per child.  We suggest a 
minimum family  donation of $50-75 per child, but please give as you are able.  We encourage all families to donate. We 
estimate that only approximately 30% of families have donated this year. 
 
Our  two main sources of fundraising are through family donations and the silent auction. So far this year almost $10,00 
has been donated.  However our goal is $15,000 in family donations.  If our fundraising falls short, spending cuts 
for our programs must follow. 
 
We will be updating our “donation thermometer” posted at the school throughout the month of December to let you 
know of our progress. 
 
Help us reach our goal and get  your tax deductible donation in before the end of the year! 
 
You can use this link for online donations 
KING PTO ANNUAL DONATION     OR 
 
Please make your check payable to “King PTO”, place your check in an envelope labeled “PTO treasurer” and 
return it to the school office or your child’s teacher.  Please include the following information: 

• Name of Donor  or Business 
• Email Address 
• Phone Number 

 


